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The association…………………..declares,
 Family farming is much more than an agrarian economic model: it is the basis of sustainable food production, of environmental management of land and its biodiversity, the fountain of important cultural dimensions of each people and, all things considered, a fundamental pillar of the integral development of all nations.

Deplorably the existing world reality is marked by the existence of extensive rural poverty, extreme in many cases, which is suffered by more than 1,000 million rural inhabitants on the different continents. In spite of programmes, organised during many years, for the eradication of poverty, this dramatic reality, not only continues to exist but also is in great danger of increasing because of the present food and financial crises, or at least, of becoming a chronic reality

The governments of a great number of countries, for different reasons, are not really supporting the rural sector despite the fact that, in many cases, this sector hosts a very high percentage of its population and natural resources. The lack of all kinds of infrastructure, the absence of technical assistance, of access to credit and to markets, makes true rural development impossible.

For our organisations, coordinated by WRF, the celebration of an  International Year dedicated to family farming would create a unique opportunity to develop means, which would assure in the medium and long term, a prosperous and sustainable family agriculture development and, as a result, in the rural areas on all the continents, especially, in the developing countries.

The FAO has recently emphasised that the “confrontation because of the lack of food and the consequent rise in international prices require strategies such as the strengthening of family agriculture”. 

This proposal by the WRF in favour of the declaration by the UN of an International Year of Family Farming is intended to give a decisive boost to its potential and development.

In this context, we do support the WRF initiative and we commit ourselves to fully participate in the different tasks of our common worldwide Campaign,

